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Brussels, 8 December 2022 

Dear Chair, Minister Jurečka, Honourable Ministers, 

Let me first extend my acknowledgements to the Deputy Prime Minister Jurečka for 

offering to Social Services Europe the opportunity to speak today. 

As Ministers or as European citizens, you have and will benefit at different stages of 

your lives, from cradle to the grave, from the 200.000 not-for-profit social care services 

that Social Services Europe ultimately represents. 

Our first proposal to improve long term care services is that different forms of 

additional investments are needed. 

Ensuring the availability, accessibility and quality of care are indeed key principles in 

the design of the Council Recommendations on Long-Term Care and Early Childhood 

Education and Care. 

Reforms at the national level should give priority to the de-institutionalisation of care 

services and to the transition towards community-based care services, as key building 

blocks of national care architectures. 

Giving the priority to not-for-profit service providers in national care frameworks will 

improve the quality and dignity of care for all, support the integration of the user-

perspective, and reinforce the dynamic of local communities and of solidarity-based 

solutions. 

However, improving care services necessarily requires adequate funding.  

The European Care Strategy acknowledges that public funding for the care sector is 

a social investment and it offers a long-lasting financial return and significant impacts 

on jobs creation.  

Investing in not-for-profit care services is investing in people. 



  

 

Additional public funding should be invested to increase staffing and wage levels, but 

also to up-skill and re-skill care staffs, and to support the shift towards person-centred 

and community-based care services. 

If we want to improve the delivery of care, funding alternatives to public procurement 

need to be found. Such alternatives should support the cooperation between public 

authorities and community-based care services. 

In addition, to make the care sector more attractive, investing in social dialogue is key. 

Supporting social dialogue for social and care services proves to be an efficient tool 

to improve decent working conditions and wages. 

Our second proposal is that care services need to be better integrated, for the 

well-functioning of our European economies and social models. 

The stronger integration of care services benefits people and is more cost-effective. If 

we want to provide long-term care services, care activities should be further and better 

integrated with other essential services; mainly from the health, housing and 

employment sectors.  

As you know, the impacts of the pandemic and the energy crisis with inflation rising, 

are combining to increase the number of vulnerable people. Based on the resilience 

of the care social economy organisations, the further integration of care activities can 

better equip Member States to tackle the increasing and complexifying needs for care 

services. 

Dear Chair, Dear Ministers,  

To conclude, let me thank you for hearing today the voice of European not-for-profit 

social services that are thriving to offer quality care for all. 

Please rest assured that for each of our proposals, the national members of our 8 

European platforms are ready to partner up with your governments in the 

implementation of the European Care Strategy. 

Thank you. 


